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Lesson Plan 
The Role of Government 
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This resource looks at the importance of develop an understanding of different levels of government, their role and the services they 
provide, and examine the purpose of elections. 
 
This learning resource has five parts that can be completed individually or grouped together depending on the target group or time 
allocated for the lesson. 
 
Resources required: 
 
Activity One – Brainstorm, butcher’s paper, whiteboard or a Smartboard. 

Activity Two – Video and Discussion, access to Internet for video and butchers paper or a Smartboard. 

Activity Three – Small group work, you will need to print off appendix 1. 

 

Note for activity Four. The following exercise will take more than 20 minutes to complete you may want to do over two sessions or 

include the Acadamy as a whole in the activity. 

Activity Four – Class role-play and Discussion -mock election. You will need to print off appendix 2 and addtionial Pdf’s (Numbers will 

depend on formatt of the exercise).  

Activity Five. Understanding of learning check - Individual exercise, you will need to print off appendix 3 for each student and keep as 

evidence.  
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 Lesson Plan - Teachers Resources / Students 

 Introduction -  How?   
• Brainstorm: What government services do I use every day? 
• Video 
• Group discussion  
• Activity: Who is responsible?  
• Voting and elections 
• Class activity: Role play of mock election 
• Worksheet to check understanding 

 

Activity 1 
Brainstorm 

Students will be able to: 

• Name the three levels of government 
• Understand the different roles and responsibilities of levels 

of government 
• Name different types of government-provided services  
 
What government services do I use every day? 
The government provides us with different services, many of 
which we use every day. 
 
Ask students to come up with a typical day, ie ‘alarm rings + 

shower’, ‘breakfast’ etc 

 

Write what sort of “service” they are using or how government 

is involved in this:  

• Alarm rings, get up, 
shower, get ready for 
school 

• Electricity, gas, water 

• Catch the bus • School bus; use roads 
• Go to school • School 
• Go to library • ie local library 
• Play footy • Sports fields 
• Go to the doctor • Medicare 
• Put out the garbage • Garbage collection 
• Have an icecream or 

hamburger 
• Food safety 

inspections 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Write list on whiteboard or butcher’s paper 
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Activity 2 
Video / Discussion 

The three levels of government explained 
 
Watch the Video explaining the levels of government, and then 
pose the following questions for discussion; you may want to 
record the answers on butchers paper or white board. 
 
Questions 
What levels of government did the video list? 
A: Local, state, federal 
 
What are, where are they based and who is the leader at the 
moment? 
A:   (valid at time of writing, January 2017) 
Name Based in Leader 
Federal: 
Commonwealth 
government 

Canberra Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull  

NT 
Legislative 
Assembly 

Darwin Chief Minister* 
Michael Gunner G  
 
*Premier in states 

Council name Town 
 

Mayor 

 
Explain to students 
Each level of government 

• makes laws for citizens; 
• is responsible for providing public goods and services;  
• punishes those who break the laws.  

 
Why do we have local laws? 
Chose from a rule below to give as an example for discussion 

with class:  
• Burning off 
• Registration of dogs and cats 

 
Students watch video  
 
http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos.html 
 
Go to video – ‘Three levels of Government’ 
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• The number and types of pets you can own 
• What you can put out to be collected by the garbage 

truck 
• What can be recycled and how it is collected 
• Where cars can and cannot be parked 
• Noise restrictions particularly at night and early in the 

morning 
• What types of buildings can be built in particular areas 

 
A:   Each local government makes rules (list above) to consider 
the local situation, ie burning off different for NT compared to 
NSW 
 
Money (or currency) is a matter for federal government. What 
would happen if each state printed their own money?  
A: No Australian dollar; different currency from state to state; 
buying things from other states difficult. 

Activity 3 
Small group work 
 
 

Who is responsible? 
Students to identified community services in their community 
and the level of government that is responsible. 
 
Print off appendix 1 and cut out the cards (there are extra blank 
ones to add additional information and answer sheet) get the 
students into pairs or small groups to complete the exercise. 
When completed discuss the answers and additional service 
identified during the exercise. 

Appendix 1 
Who is responsible? Cut out cards, you will need 1 
per group. 
 
NOTE: Answers are in appendix  

Activity 4 
Class role play and 
Discussion 
 

Voting and Elections 
 
Explain to class the following. 
 
We have looked at the three levels of government. What they 

have in common: Each of these governments is elected. 

 
Any member of the community (over 18 years) can try to 
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become a Member of Parliament or council. They can join a 

political party and then be selected by that party to be a 

candidate in the next election. People can also choose to stand 

as an Independent candidate, which means they are not 

connected to any political party. 

 
Mock election  
An election is a way to make decisions in a democratic way. 
 
Read out the scenario. Get three students to volunteer as 
candidates, or select them.   
 
Discussion after role play: 
 

• Who did you vote for? Why? 
• Looking at the winning candidate: what would that mean 

for your school, you, your family? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 
Election role play 
 
Appendix additional PDF forms: Election posters  
Appendix additional PDF forms: Ballot papers 
 

Activity 5. 
Understanding of 
learning check. 

Checking understanding 
Each student to fill out worksheet to check his or her 
understanding of the topic.  

Appendix 3 
Worksheet 
 
Keep as evidence in student’s portfolio. 
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Appendix 1  
Who is responsible? 
 
 

 
 
 

FEDERAL 

STATE/ TERRITORY 

LOCAL 
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Which level of government looks after these services? 
  
1. Cut out the different cards 
2. Glue them into the level of government responsible for that area 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

HOUSING POWER 

TOWN LIBRARY 
NATIONAL 

PARKS 

DEFENCE 
(ARMY) 

GARBAGE 
COLLECTION 

BUDGET & 
TAXES TRANSPORT 

IMMIGRATION 

MEDICARE 
CURRENCY  
(MONEY) FIRE SERVICES 

FIXING 
FOOTPATH 
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Who is responsible? – Answer key 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FEDERAL	

STATE/	TERRITORY	

LOCAL	

HOUSING	 POWER	

TOWN	LIBRARY	

NATIONAL	PARKS	

DEFENCE	(ARMY)	

GARBAGE	COLLECTION	

BUDGET	&	TAXES	

TRANSPORT	

IMMIGRATION	

MEDICARE	

CURRENCY	
(MONEY)	

FIRE	
SERVICES	

FIXING	FOOTPATH	
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Appendix 2  

 

Election Role Play 

 

 
Scenario 

 
Elections are coming up to decide what school should be like.   
Three candidates are standing. 

 
1. After choosing (or finding volunteer) candidates they need to address the 

class and ask them why they should vote for them.  Hang up party posters to 
remind voters of what each party stands for.  

2. Hand out Election cards  
3. Student make their choice 
4. Count votes 
5. Declare winning candidate 

 
Hand out election points to remind candidates what their parties stand for.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Peter Pie 

The Long Lunch Party 
 
The Long Lunch Party has these goals: 
 

1. School to start at 10am and finished at 2pm 
2. Lunch break from 11.30am to 1pm 
3. Only junk food and soft drinks as canteen food  
4. Free ice-cream during lunchbreak 
5. A sausage sizzle every afternoon  
6. All-day class parties to be held every 2 weeks on a Friday 
7. Football fields all turned into BBQ shelters and school kitchens 
8. Most schoolwork done at home 
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Adam Apple 

Study Hard Party 
 
 
The Study Hard Party has these goals: 
 

1. School hours 8.30-3.30 
2. Mandatory exercises every day  
3. Additional 2 hours of study/ homework time after school 
4. 8 hours of Maths/ per week 
5. Bush trips/ excursions every term  
6. Rewards system for doing well and for improving 
7. Banned from football team if student is not doing homework or for truancy 
8. iPad or Smartphone for each student  
9. Working bees every second Saturday to improve school grounds 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Larry Lazy 

The No More School Party 
 
The No More School Party has these goals: 
 

1. Two days of school per week 
2. No school sports teams 
3. No canteen or lunches 
4. One day per week spent playing computer games 
5. No homework 
6. No assignments or tests 
7. Teachers can take days off whenever they want and students look after 

themselves 
8. No school rules for playground etc 
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Appendix 3 

 

Worksheet 

 
1. Fill in the missing gaps  

 

 
 

 Local Territory/State Federal 

Electricity    

School traffic control person    

Public transport     

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Town swimming pool    

    
 

Australia Post    

Age Pension     

Car registration    
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2. What are the names of the leader of these levels of government, and the place 
where they assemble? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who won this election?   
Tick the correct circle underneath. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FEDERAL 

STATE/ TERRITORY 

LOCAL 

VOTES COUNTED 
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STATE/ TERRITORY 

LOCAL 

Parliament 

Premier or 
               Minister 

Mayor 

FEDERAL 

Parliament 

Prime Minister 

Council Chambers 


