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Lesson Plan 
What is Active Citizenship? 

 



 

 
 

Pg. 2  What is Active Citizenship– Leadership & Development Pillar.   Resource ID No: LED4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This resource looks at the importance of understanding what it is to be an active citizen  
 
This learning resource has three parts that can be completed individually or grouped together depending on the target group or time 
allocated for the lesson. 
 
Resources required: 
 
Activity One – Video & Group Discussion, access to Internet for video and butchers paper or a Smartboard. 

Activity Two - Brainstorm & small group exercise, butchers paper or a Smartboard. 

 

NOTE: Activity three may need to be completed over a 2-3 sessions, 1- for developing an idea, 2- to collect images etc and 3- to pull 

together the poster. 

Activity Three – Small group exercise. Develop a poster (using appendix 1 as a example) You could use images from magazines, images 

taken by students etc. Note: this exercise could be aligned with ‘Use digital devices’ unit see resource EDU3A & EDU3B - Develop 

Digital Document –Template. 
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 Lesson Plan - Teachers Resources / Students 

Introduction  Students will develop an understanding of what it is to be an 
active citizen. 

Ø What is an active citizen? 
Ø Rights and responsibilities of a citizen 
Ø Example of actions taken by citizens to improve their 

community 
 
How? 

Ø Discussion 
Ø Group work 
Ø Exercise 

 
 
 

 

Activity 1. Video & 

Group Discussion 

 

What is active citizenship?  

Watch video with Charlie King ( and optional video if 
suitable/time)and then start discussion with the following Q&A. 
 
Q. What are some key areas, which relate to how leadership 
and development contribute to being an active citizen 
mentioned in the video with Charlie King? 
 
A.  

Ø Good work ethic 
Ø Positive communication/ Conversation with others 
Ø Community involvement (Bona Committee, Indigenous 

male council) 
Ø Working with people to produce positive outcomes e.g. 

coach first woman’s ALF team 
 

 

Q. What does the term ‘active citizenship’ mean to you?  
There are no wrong answers and what you say and discuss will 
reflect where you are coming from in relation to this subject. 
Are you an active citizen? What does it mean to you? 
 

 
 

Watch video with Charlie King - How leadership 
and development contribute to being an active 
citizen?  
 
 
Optional video - outlining citizenship examples – 
can you relate to these? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UsIfE_ny
MQ 
  
 
Butchers paper, whiteboard or Smartboard to 
write up replies. 
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A. One simple idea of active citizenship is that of participation in 
public affairs: ‘If we are to have a healthy community we need 
to support each other in identifying the issues that concern us, 
and develop the confidence and skills to make a difference to 
the community we live in’.  
 
Q. Citizens are members of a group or community who share 
the same rights and responsibilities. As a citizen you can expect 
to be treated in the same way as everybody else in your 
community. 
Some rights of Australian citizenship include being able to: 
A. 

• Live in Australia 
• Apply for an Australian passport 
• Stand for election in parliament 

 
Q. What could be some other rights? 
A. 

• Able to leave and return freely to Australia 

• Can be employed by the government 

• Protected by the laws of the country 

 
Q. What are some responsibilities of citizenship include: 
A. 

• Obeying the laws  
• Voting in elections  
• Serving on a jury if required.   

 
Talk to group. In Australia determining how things are done and 
what changes are made in our society is the shared 
responsibility of everyone who lives here. 
Active citizens take action in order to improve their community, 
to make a difference! 
 
‘If we want to have rights, then we have to act in a responsible 
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way so that everyone and everything in the community can 
have rights too.’ 

Activity 2, Brainstorm 

& small group 

exercise.  

Improving your community 

 

Ask the students the following questions and get them to 
discuss possible answers – Question; 
'What would happen if …………..?  
Some examples are:  

Ø There were no rubbish collections?  
Ø there were no health regulations for restaurants?   
Ø Our roads were not maintained?   
Ø there were no dog or cat regulations? 
Ø there were no public libraries?  
Ø there were no plans or protection for the environment? 

 
Q. After the discussion, ask students what all these services 
have in common.  
 
A. Write 'Local Government' on the board and the name of your 
local council.  
 

Q. What community services are there in your community not 
run by local government? 
 
A. Possible answers could be (and discuss these are volunteer 
groups): 

Ø Youth services  
Ø Aged care 
Ø Meals on wheels 

 
These groups rely on funding as well as donations, and 
volunteers. 
 
Volunteers are an example of active citizens, where citizens 
give their time and skills to a group to improve the 
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communities’ needs. 
 

Group exercise 

 

Divide the class into groups and have each group focus on 
community service. Ask students to identify one area of need 
for their community and how it would improve the community. 
Who would be responsible? 
 
Q. What services don’t you have but there is a need for? 
 
Q. Who should organise this local government or a group of 
citizens? 
 
Q. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of each 
group providing the service? e.g. funding Vs. conditions, 
Staffing, premises, vehicles etc. 
 
When you have finished have each group discuss the service 
they identified, have the other groups give feedback on their 
idea and if it would be a benefit to the community, have they 
missed some advantages/ disadvantages etc.? 

Activity 3. Small 

Group Exercise 

 

Small Group Exercise 

 
Develop a poster for the Clontarf academy based on what you 
feel are the ingredients for a positive active citizen, using key 
words and images (see Appendix 1 for example). 
 
You could use images from magazines, images taken by 
students etc. 
 
Note: this exercise could be aligned with ‘Use digital devices’ 
unit see resource EDU3A & EDU3B - Develop Digital Document 
–Template. 

 
 
NOTE: This can be kept as evidence for the 
student’s portfolio. 
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Appendix 1 

 

 

 

 

Poster – this poster is from the Social Education Victoria web site, funded as part of the digital 

education content initiatives and strategies of the Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development. 

 

 

 


